
Charles B. Haws
Counsel

Office: Reading, PA

Email: chaws@barley.com

Tel: (610) 898-7162

OVERVIEW:

Charles Haws concentrates his practice in environmental, real estate, municipal law and food & agribusiness.

He provides environmental counseling services on a full range of environmental issues to the firm's

municipal, industrial, and real estate development clients. He assists municipal clients on environmental

compliance and permitting matters, both as permittees and with respect to development within their

jurisdiction. He works with real estate development clients in issues from due diligence through final land

development approval.

Charles counsels clients on all aspects of mineral resource issues, including oil and gas leasing, coal,

industrial minerals and bluestone mining, as well as alternative energy projects including wind energy and

biofuels projects.  His regulatory background allows thorough representation from negotiation of agreements,

permitting and compliance issues, and litigation at local, state, and federal level.

Food & Agribusiness

- He has represented a client in the acquisition of a food processing/residual waste processing facility,

including the transfer of all necessary permits and authorizations.

- While at DEP, he handled enforcement actions involving improper storage and disposal of food processing

waste.

- He has represented farming clients on enforcement actions and third party appeals involving E&S, NPDES

and nutrient management issues.

- He represented farming clients on alternative energy projects including solar systems and biomass power

generation.

Prior to joining Barley Snyder, he spent nine years with the  Pennsylvania Department of Environmental

Protection, Office of Chief Counsel, where he provided litigation and regulatory counseling services to a

broad range of programs. He worked closely with public water supply management, coal and industrial
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mineral mining, waste management, environmental cleanup, emergency response, water quality and

laboratory accreditation. He provided counseling to these programs on permitting and regulatory compliance,

negotiating compliance, penalty and permitting agreements. He also handled a wide range of appeals and

enforcement actions with the  Environmental Hearing Board,  Commonwealth Court,  Pennsylvania Supreme

Court and the Courts of Common Pleas  throughout the state.

EDUCATION:

• Widener University School of Law, J.D.

• University of Texas at Austin, B.A.

ADMISSIONS:

• Pennsylvania

• U. S. District Court for the Middle and Eastern Districts of Pennsylvania

PRACTICE AREAS:

• Real Estate

INDUSTRY GROUPS:

• Environment & Energy

• Municipal

• Food & Agribusiness

• Construction

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

Reading Science Center

Board Member, Secretary

Blue Mountain Jeep Alliance

Board Member
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RECOGNITION:

• The Best Lawyers in America, Environmental Law (2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025),

Energy Law (2022, 2023, 2024, 2025)

MEMBERSHIPS:

• Pennsylvania Bar Association, Energy & Environmental Law Section, Board member

• Society for Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration

PRESENTATIONS:

• - "Unique Issues with Urban Development", A Morning on Real Estate (June 2019)

• "Land Development and Environmental Challenges", Wake up with Barley: A Morning on Real Estate

(September 2017)

RELATED NEWS:

• New ASTM Standard Recognized by U.S. EPA for Phase 1 Reports Now in Effect
March 14, 2023

• Best Lawyers Honors 30 Barley Attorneys
August 25, 2021

• Nearly Thirty Barley Snyder Attorneys Named Best Lawyers
August 20, 2020

• Barley Snyder Places 21 Attorneys on Best Lawyers List
August 15, 2019

• Sixteen Barley Snyder Attorneys Named to Best Lawyers List; Werner Named a Lawyer of the Year
August 16, 2018

• Eleven Barley Snyder Attorneys Named Best Lawyers
August 15, 2017

• Land Owners Could Be Paying Piece of Proposed Severance Tax
August 3, 2017

• Federal Court Strikes Down EPA Farm Exemption Reporting Rule
April 24, 2017
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RELATED RESOURCES:

• 2022 Wake Up With Barley: A Morning on Real Estate Recording
May 25, 2022
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